
New website: AspendellWater.com





Thank you!!!
Phil Moores – for installing snow stakes on all of our fire hydrants

Jody Veenker – for keeping up with quarterly water testing

George Lozito – for making a map of all home shutoff valves. This will be 
super-useful in an emergency. It is posted on our web site.

Jerry Billings – for helping gather old water system documents for our 
new website



A growing number of studies link asbestos fibers in drinking water to cancer



This is what asbestos fibers in drinking  water look like 



We performed an asbestos test. No asbestos fibers were found. 

However, note that additional testing is required per CA section 64432.2 (3). The water should 
be evaluated for the corrosivity of the water in relation to the asbestos-cement pipe, typically an 
onsite pH test.



How old is our water system?

When it was built….

This is what a “phone” 
looked like

This was the #1 movie in America

Jimmy Carter was president!

Alpine Water System





For details, go to our website:



We decided to pursue a different approach – replacing and repairing the system piece by piece



A brief review of work done in summer 2024



First, we 
located, 
kinetically 
cleaned, and 
tested all 
isolation 
valves  in the 
system.

At the bottom of 
Sumac, a new 
isolation valve was 
installed. At the 
bottom of Alpine, a 
10-year-old valve 
was discovered 
four feet 
underground.  

Broken standpipes 
were replaced and 
reinforced by 
concrete pads.



Long-lost isolation valve found at 
the bottom of Alpine Drive





Broken standpipe repaired 
and protected by a concrete 
apron



Brand new fire hydrant



Getting a good look at our asbestos pipe 
at the bottom of Manzanita

While we were there, we replaced a Main 
isolation valve and a hydrant isolation 
valve—both of which were near the end 
of their design lifetime



Our 50-year-old asbestos pipe looks 
pretty good (protected by pavement at 
the bottom of Manzanita)



New isolation valve installed 
at the bottom of Sumac



Cracked hydrant repaired, weep-
holes unclogged on Manzanita



All hydrants painted red per 
ISO requirements



Emergency power 
transfer switch



Tank scraped, cleaned 
and sealed



Pump control 
system failed 
and repaired







Pump #2 is 
not working

Pipe under the Meadow is going 
to fail (this is public land)

Things we need to take 
care of in 2024-2025

Pump #2 must be 
repaired right away



The Alpine Water 
Company needs to get 
right with the law: AB 54

Former Water Board Director

California Assembly Bill 54 (January 2012) defines a mutual water company as the type of "corporation organized for or 
engaged in the business of selling, distributing, supplying, or delivering water … only to owners of its shares."

California Corporations Code §14301.3(b) states that a "mutual water company that operates a public water system shall 
maintain a financial reserve fund for repairs and replacements to its water production, transmission, and distribution facilities 
at a level sufficient for continuous operation of facilities in compliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act."

Health and Safety Code § 116755 requires that each board member of a mutual water company complete a two-hour training 
course within six months of joining the board.

New Corporations Code § 14301.3(a) requires that all improvements to a public water system owned by a mutual water 
company be designed and constructed in accordance with the California Waterworks standards found in Chapter 16 of Title 
22, California Code of Regulations.



Professionalizing the Water Company
Board members are required to take a 2-hour 
course in AB 54 
https://calruralwater.org/product/ab-54-webinar-2/

Hire a Manager
California Certified D1 Water 
System Operator

$10k to $20k per year
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